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Kate has worked with the Fellowship Committee to craft a policy regarding information tables and solicitations at coffee hour. After polling committees the working group found unanimous support for information tables and near unanimous support for solicitations with some strict limits.

There was discussion the language of the proposal and whether it limited committees to three requests per year or three Sundays as the policy applies to solicitations. The sense of the group was that the language should be clarified to allow for three requests (two Sundays per request) so that the EYC and other active groups needing parish support would be able to go about their business without having the vestry act each time. Blair Riggs offered a friendly amendment to change the total number of tables from two to three, allowing for the permanent information table plus two others on any given Sunday. Jill Nusbaum seconded the motion and it was unanimously accepted.

Kate amended the proposal and moved the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, the vestry of St. George’s authorizes the committees within St. George’s to place tables at Coffee Hour for sharing information or solicitation of donations AND PARTICIPANTS provided that:

a)
the solicitations are in support of a group or individual affiliated with the Committee and connected with their mission within St. George’s,

b)
the Committee notifies the Fellowship Committee in advance to request the space,

c)
no more than three requests not to exceed two Sundays per committee per year will be allowed by any one Committee for the placement of tables to solicit donations and participants (this will not apply to information sharing tables)

d)
the tables will be manned by committee members and no committee member will leave the table to solicit funds among Coffee Hour attendees

e)
no requests for tables to share information or solicit funds and participants on behalf of a political party or candidate will be honored, and;

f)
requests for tables will be honored on a first-come, first-serve basis with no more than three tables—including Information tables—allowed per Coffee Hour. No requests for donations and participants will be allowed during “Special” coffee hours—coffee hours in honor of a person or with a special theme—or during Lent.
The motion was seconded by Seville Allen. The resolution passed, with 12 voting in favor and one abstention.


As adopted by the vestry, 10/19/2005

